




June 2006
Use of Locomotive Horns at Highway-Rail Grade Crossings
We appreciate your attendance, and sincerely hope the information discussed will be beneficial to your community.  In order to clarify some of the information presented at the meeting, we are attaching a short summary outlining how to designate and apply for a Quiet Zone, FDOT District Four policies, and FRA contact information.

Our suggestion for your community is to begin a dialog with the appropriate railroad company and your FDOT district rail office as soon as possible.  Most importantly, you must be familiar with the Train Horn Rule.  A majority of your technical questions can be answered through the attached FRA contact information.
Please contact Lauren Rand if you have any questions or comments at (954) 777-4499 or by e-mail at lauren.rand@dot.state.fl.us.  


For a public authority to designate a rail segment with crossings as a Quiet Zone, they must:

1) Implement a Supplemental Safety Measure (SSM), *Constant Warning Time, *Power-out Indicator, and *be in compliance with MUTCD Standards; at every public crossing in the Quiet Zone. 


 (*Must be complied with, irregardless of implementation method, to have a 
Quiet Zone.)

Or

2) Be at, or below, the Nationwide Significant Risk Threshold (NSRT) after calculating the QZ Risk Index (QZRI) with the QZ Calculator


Or

3)
Implement SSMs only at certain crossings to bring the QZRI to a level at, or 
below, 
the risk level which would exist if locomotive horns sounded at all public 
crossings in the QZ.  This is called the Risk Index with Horns (RIWH)

If a rail segment does not qualify for a Quiet Zone under the public authority designation criteria the local authority may apply to the Associate Administrator of the FRA for a QZ by submitting the following information:
1) An accurate, complete, and current Inventory Form

2) Detailed information as to which SSMs and ASMs will be used and at which particular crossings.

3) A commitment to implement the proposed safety improvements, 

4) Data and analysis which demonstrates that the proposed implementation of these measures will cause a reduction in the QZRI to, or below, either the risk level which would exist if locomotive horns sounded at all crossings in the QZ or to a risk level at, or below, the NSRT.

The application approval is determined by the FRA Associate Administrator.
A Diagnostic Review to identify existing conditions and necessary improvements must be performed at each public and private crossing to be included in the Quiet Zone.  A current Florida Rail-Highway Crossing Inventory (RHCI) form can be obtained from your FDOT District Rail office for use during the Diagnostic Reviews.  This form should be used to verify current inventory data and equipment and provide information to the state for updating the RHCI.  Please remember the State and railroads are the only entities with the ability to update the USDOT inventory.

Below are the FDOT District Four policies relating to the implementation of Quiet Zones.

1. When a public authority notifies the State of their interest in pursuing a New Quiet Zone, we will request a plan of action for the creation process.  This plan must include:

a. Quiet Zone Name

b. List of all public and private crossings that will be located within the Quiet Zone

c. Quiet Zone Map

d. City/County’s Quiet Zone point of contact

e. Diagnostic Reviews team members

· If using a consulting firm, provide their contact information
· If not using a consulting firm, provide the contact information for the Professional Engineer who will lead the team.

f. Target date for implementation

2. In order for the District Rail Office to update the Rail Highway-Crossing Inventory (RHCI), we will require the crossing information and traffic data to be signed and sealed by a Professional Engineer.

3. District Four staff will attend Diagnostic Reviews on state roads only.  We will do this in order to verify existing equipment and if the crossing is in compliance with MUTCD standards.  The District will provide traffic data for state roads if within six (6) months before notification.  If not, the requesting city/county will perform an applicable traffic study (signed and sealed) in order to update the National Inventory.

4. Any additional Supplemental Safety Measures (SSM), Alternate Safety Measures (ASM), and maintenance costs will be borne by the Requesting Authority.  A Third Party Agreement will be necessary in order to distinguish these costs.

5. District Four will require the requesting authority to submit a final report before the QZ qualification/implementation notifications are distributed.  This will be required for all Quiet Zones in District Four, including those that do not include state roads.  The report should include:  improvements implemented, if any; a copy of the initial and post-improvement/final diagnostic review report; and a copy of all correspondence with every affected party.
The FRA has various information resources on their website.  This information should be reviewed prior to contacting FRA, FDOT, or railroad staff.  The address is www.fra.dot.gov/ see the Train Horn Rule selection item on this page.  Of particular importance is Appendix C, Part 222 of the final rule and the “Guidance on the Quiet Zone Creation Process.”                              
The FRA staff contacts in the Atlanta Region Office are:

-           Tom Drake, Manager/Highway-Rail Crossing/Trespasser Safety, 404-562-3824 or email at thomas.drake@fra.dot.gov.

-
Leslie Spurlock, Assistant Manager/Highway-Rail Crossing Safety, 404-562-3816 or email at Leslie.Spurlock@fra.dot.gov.

-
FRA Region 3 Office

61 Forsyth Street, SW - Suite 16T20 

Atlanta, GA  30303-3104 

Phone - 404-562-3800 

Fax - 404-562-3830 

Hot Line - 1-800-724-5993
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