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New River bridge or tunnel?
BY BILL FROGAMENI
The Florida Department of Transportation is considering building a bridge over or a tunnel under the New River in Fort Lauderdale for a proposed commuter train or bus line along the Florida East Coast Railway.

For years, officials have been studying ways to bring a commuter rail along the FEC corridor to service eastern portions of South Florida’s three counties. The existing commuter rail, Tri-Rail, generally runs west of Interstate 95. It starts at Miami International Airport and runs up to just beyond West Palm Beach, whereas the FEC studies envision service all the way to Jupiter.

Plans for the New River bridge have some Fort Lauderdale residents and boating enthusiasts predictably upset, according to a story in the South Florida Sun-Sentinel. One man worried he would not be able to use his boat, while another worried about his view.

Planners outlined two bridge options for the river: $53 million for a fixed 65-foot bridge and $66 million for a 45-foot drawbridge.

The tunnel option, costing up to $530 million, seems much less likely, given the cost and the fact that there is only one working tunnel in South Florida now, on U.S. 1 in Fort Lauderdale. (The Port of Miami is building a $600 million tunnel to connect the port with the MacArthur Causeway.)

The worries about a New River bridge may be premature, given the steep cost of making the FEC commuter line happen and FDOT’s shrinking budget.

Though planners are still deep in study, the costs for rail (the preferred option) are estimated at about $2.5 billion.

There’s a second option involving the construction of a dedicated bus line along the FEC corridor that would run about $2.4 billion. A third option is adding more busses to existing routes, which would cost an estimated $220 million.

It’s expected that, early next year, the ongoing FEC study will enter a new phase and begin asking how to fund the project, the spokeswoman said.

Any way you cut it, the expanded tri-county transit planners have been trying to enact for years seems a long way off.
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