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Dania adds to list of municipal support over FEC railway plans

BY MICHAEL W. SASSER, Special Correspondent 

Although the project appears still absent funding after many years of study and debate, the Florida Department of Transportation's SFEC Corridor Project is certainly not short of support from municipalities that would be affected by it.

Just recently, the Dania Beach City Commission unanimously approved a resolution specifically supporting the project.

"There is tremendous political will to support and promote that initiative," says Dania Beach Commissioner Walter Duke. "It ties into our new city center project."

The SFEC Corridor would use the existing Florida East Coast railway that runs north-south and generally parallel to U.S. 1 as the base infrastructure for a speedy railway connecting the three South Florida international airports and also tie into existing public transportation in the tri-county area.

"We're very excited at the prospect of use of the FEC Corridor," Duke said. "We aren't looking at having a major intersection, but there would be a hub in Dania. One of the components of the city center is multifamily residential. That kind of housing often benefits from tax credits and part of the criteria is proximity to mass transit."

However, Duke said that the vote of support from commissioners comes despite there being no sign that the projects longtime chief obstacle — funding — is close to being overcome.

"Essentially it is out of our control," he said. "We can support it but the actual legislation has to come from Tallahassee. I am surprised it's on the table but there is political will for it. The issue is just funding."

Duke said that there is no indication that funding has been secured.

Still, there are signs that FDOT is moving ahead at least in terms of public input and garnering official support.

This fall, FDOT conducted a second round of public hearings since an initial first round in 2009.

Plan supporters have also successfully reached out to other municipalities for support. Hollywood's Public Affairs and Marketing Director Raelin Storey said that the city has also approved a resolution in September similar to the one in Dania Beach.

In North Miami, City Councilman Scott Galvin said that representatives of the plan have made presentations to the Council, but that North Miami has not yet issued its support.

Dania Beach, Hollywood and North Miami would be particularly impacted by the project given their proximity to the exiting railway and city sizes. However, not all residents are convinced the FEC plan is a good one.

"Given the record in South Florida of building transit systems that politicians run around and brag about, but which cost the taxpayers a ridiculous amount of money for a handful of users, it's hard to imagine the FEC thing would be any different," said North Miami Beach resident Carl Davies. "I am sure lobbyists and the cement industry would be thrilled."

FDOT has not posted an announcement about any next phase of public hearings as of yet. Duke said he doesn't expect anything to happen soon, particularly given Florida's financial condition.

"I think it's still a few years off," he said.
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